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STEP 2: Writing a Letter to our Governor 

The 5 Motor Vehicle Safety Laws in Maryland: decide if you agree or disagree with the following laws. 

1. Maryland's current law requires that children under eight years old to ride in an appropriate 
child restraint, unless the child is 4'9" or taller.   
 

2. Every child from 8 to 16 years old who is not secured in a child restraint must be secured in the 
vehicle's seat belt, in every sitting position in the vehicle. 
 

3. Maryland's child passenger safety laws do not prohibit children from riding in the front seat. The 

exception is placing a rear-facing child in the front seat with an active air bag. 

 

4. All drivers and front seat passengers must wear seat belts. This is a primary law, which means an 

officer can pull you over and ticket you for the sole reason of not wearing your seat belt. 

 

5. If you have a disability that makes it unsafe or impossible to wear a seat belt, you must carry a 

statement from your physician in your vehicle at all times. 

Directions: The above 5 laws are currently enacted in Maryland. First, decided if you agree or disagree 
with each law, and explain why. Second, you will write a letter addressed to Larry Hogan, the governor 
of Maryland, about these laws. Use a lined piece of paper to write your letter. Your letter should be at 
least 4 paragraphs long. 

Content of the letter: Choose 3 laws to discuss in your letter. Make sure there is at least one law that 
you agree with, and one you disagree with. Try to write your letter using the ACE/CER strategy. Use the 
research you collected as evidence to help you back up your claim.  
 

• First paragraph: introduce yourself. Discuss what we’re doing in class and why you’re writing the 
letter. 
 

• Agree paragraphs: discuss the laws you agree with. Why do you think it’s a good law? Write a 
claim that answers this question, use evidence you collected earlier from research or the 
surveys you took, and explain yourself with reasoning. 
 

• Disagree paragraphs: discuss the laws you disagree with. Why don’t you think this law is so 
great? Write a claim that answers this question, use evidence you collected earlier from 
research or the surveys you , and explain yourself with reasoning. 


